MOUNT COMFORT BLESSING
Mt. Comfort United Methodist Church

A Message from your Pastors
Reverend Ethan Maple
Reverend Alex Stone
Easter is upon us, and it is such a glorious season!
It’s important to remember that this is a season, not
simply a day. Yes, we will celebrate the resurrection
of Jesus on Easter morning, but let us encourage you
not to skip directly to that moment without
recognizing the events leading up to it. This season
isn’t just about the ending (Jesus’ victory over death),
it’s about the journey. A journey we are invited to
walk through each year as we prepare our hearts and
minds for the cornerstone of our Christian faith.
This journey matters and will directly affect how
you end up experiencing Jesus’ resurrection on
Easter morning. Embracing the journey will allow
you to truly grasp (mind, body, and spirit) the
significance of this season. Maybe this is a good
time to pick one of the Gospels and start reading it,
refamiliarize yourself with the life and ministry of
Jesus. Remind yourself of His message, His
miracles, His compassion and heart for everyone He
came across. Remind yourself why people chose to
follow Him. And as we head into Holy Week, we
will celebrate the Hosannas of Palm Sunday.
This year we will have a Maundy Thursday
service (April 18, 7:00 p.m. in the sanctuary) in
which we’ll recognize the Last Supper and the night
in which Christ gave himself up for us. We will also
have a Good Friday service (April 19, 7:00 p.m. in
the gym) to recognize Jesus’ death. These are not
optional parts of the Easter story; they are a part of
the journey. Ignoring or skipping a part of the
journey will diminish your Easter experience.
However, if you are dedicated to walking through
this season, we can assure you that this Easter will

April/May 2019

April/May 2019
be one of the most glorious Easters of your life.
How can we be so sure? Simply put, it’s the
next Easter. It’s the next opportunity to ride this
emotional rollercoaster of Jesus’ life, ministry,
sacrifice, death, and resurrection. It’s the next
opportunity you have to put yourself into the
awesome story of God’s love. You’re not going
to want to miss a single moment of it. In fact,
this is one of those seasons in which the world
around us is open to God’s story. Take
advantage of that by inviting someone to church
(there are plenty of opportunities); invite them to
walk this journey with you. We look forward to
experiencing this Easter season with you all.
Pastor Ethan & Pastor Alex

Cooperative Ministry
One Faith Community – One Church
The relationship of Mt. Comfort UMC with
MTC continues to evolve – what started as a
partner in ministry turned into becoming a faith
community, which turned into merging into one
church. Several unpredictable circumstances
have brought us to this place; church finances and
Pastor Alex’s appointment to a new church top
the list. These circumstances have led to several
important conversations, and a result of those
conversations was a Frequently Asked Questions
document that has been made available to both
congregations. If you’d like a copy of that
document, please reach out to the church office,
and we’ll make sure you get one as soon as
possible.
(Continued, page 2)
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Cooperative Ministry
One Faith Community – One Church
(Continued from page 1)

The Cooperative Ministry Executive Team (made
up of leaders from both congregations) has been
tasked with figuring out how our two churches will
come together. For example, it has been decided that
as one church we will retain the Mt. Comfort UMC
name. This team has been hard at work, and with the
help of a church consultant, is tackling several
important issues such as church governance, staffing
needs, finances, communication, and new worship
times. Although the details continue to be a work in
progress, there are two important things happening in
May we want you to be aware of.
• Sunday, May 5 – This will be defined as a Day of
Celebration! After worship we will gather in the
gym to welcome into membership those from
MTC who have chosen to join Mt. Comfort UMC.
We will have a Church Conference to affirm and
adopt the work of the Cooperative Ministry
Executive Team as it pertains to governance,
leaders, and budget. And then together we will
have a fantastic Cinco De Mayo feast.
• Sunday, May 26– Our new Sunday morning
schedule will begin. Traditional worship will be
offered in the sanctuary at 9:30 a.m.
Contemporary worship will be offered in the gym
at 10:45 a.m. Sunday School will take place at
10:45 a.m. Rest assured, this change will continue
to be communicated in a variety of ways as we get
closer to the date.
As always, if you have any specific questions or
concerns, feel free to reach out to Pastor Ethan,
Pastor Alex, or any of the leaders on the Cooperative
Ministry Executive Team.

Outside Church Clean-Up Day
April 14, 1 – 6:00 p.m.
Plan to help with Outside Church Clean-Up Day,
Sunday, April 14, from 1 - 6:00 p.m. on the Mt.
Comfort church grounds. In preparation for the
Community Easter Egg Hunt and Easter Sunday, we
want to spruce up the church grounds.
Volunteers are needed to help with spreading
mulch, light trimming, picking up sticks, and other
outdoor tasks. Many hands make for light work, and
everyone can participate.
Get out the work clothes and gloves, bring any
yard tools you want to use, and be sure to join us.
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Easter Rocks Sermon Series
Join us for Sunday Worship at 10:30 a.m., special
Holy Week services, and special activities.
April 7 – Altar Rocks, Exodus 20:22-26
This message looks at God’s instructions to Moses
about the proper use of altars. God commanded us to
build an altar “wherever I cause my name to be
remembered.” Today we represent those altars with
our lives.
Lunch – After
worship both
congregations are invited to a light lunch and rock
painting. You can paint rocks that will have a
special Easter invite and words of encouragement to
place around our communities/neighborhoods.
April 14 – Cheering Rocks (Palm Sunday), Luke
19:28-40
Jesus, when chastised about the crowds singing
Hosannas, responded that if the people kept quiet, the
stones along the road would burst into cheers.
Easter Egg stuffing party – Join us at 6:00 p.m. in
the Family Life Center as we prepare for the Easter
Egg Hunt by stuffing candy in all those plastic eggs.
April 18, Maundy Thursday – Upon this Rock
(Sanctuary, 7:00 p.m.) Matthew 16:13-20| Matthew
26:17-35, 69-75
Jesus called Peter the “Rock,” indicating a solid
foundation upon which the church will be built.
Communion will be served.
April 19, Good Friday – The Rejected Rock (FLC
gym, 7:00 p.m.) Psalm 118:22 | Matthew 21:42 |
Matthew 27:11-54
Jesus was called the “cornerstone,” and it was
predicted that the Cornerstone would be rejected by
the builders. How often do we cast aside Christ?
April 21 – The Rolled-Away Rock (Easter Sunday),
John 20 | Mark 16
A message focused on Jesus’ resurrection. How
must it have felt when the women discovered the
rolled-away rock? A symbol of light eradicating
darkness, of life defeating death, of love
overpowering hate.
April 28 – Throwing Rocks, Acts 7
What rocks does the church throw today? How
are we silencing the message of Christ? How are we
killing the mission God has given us?
Service Swap– The Coop Executive Team members
ask you to get out of your comfort zone and “swap
services” this Sunday, in order to better grasp what
the other congregation does. The MTC congregation
is asked to worship in the sanctuary; the MCUMC
congregation is asked to worship in the gym.
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From the Janitor’s Closet
By Dave Branson
The last two months here at MCUMC have been
blessed. The Holy Spirit is working here.
Look – check out the new décor in the Family Life
Center building. Youth and their leaders repainted and
decorated the youth classroom. Thank you, youth leaders,
for your continued love and work with youth groups.
Two events I was able to attend were the winter Fish
Fry and the MTC Chile Supper. Both were successful.
It blows my mind the extent of use of this church
building the past few months. Baby showers, SonShine
Kids, women’s Bible Study, choirs, handbells, youth
programs, rummage sale, autism group, daycare,
preschool, and funerals, just to name a few.
Don’t forget, we have a closet full of wheelchairs, etc.,
free to anyone. Call the church office or Dave Branson
(317-626-6226). We deliver for free.
Have a great Easter – my favorite time of the year.
Dave Branson – Janitor, Custodian, Environmental
Services, Light Maintenance

Music News
By Shawn Gilliland
Both the choir and handbells will be performing on
Maundy Thursday, April 18. This is a combined service
with MTC. The music will be wonderful and memorable.
The choir will also sing two anthems on Easter Sunday.
Preparation is underway for both of those special services.
The bells will be able to be heard one last time before the
summer break on May 12, Mother’s Day.
The last Sunday for choir before the summer break is
May 19. Special music will be needed from Sunday, May
26 through Sunday, September 1, and sign-up has already
started. If you would like to participate, see the sign-up
sheet posted once again on the bulletin board on the south
side of the Narthex. It is a good idea to check either the
written schedule or e-mail or text me at bluesjg48@att.net
or 317-440-3525. It’s great to have volunteers, but
hopefully, we can avoid having two people signed up for
the same Sunday.

Shepherding Committee News
By Cindy Kendall
On March 10, the lives of Jim Farmer and Bob
McKinney were celebrated with a white flower on the
sanctuary altar. Jim was the husband of Sharon Farmer
and died on February 28. Jim’s memorial service and
dinner were held on March 8 at Mt. Comfort UMC. Bob
was the brother of Jack McKinney and Virginia Thigpen.
Bob passed away on March 1. Our condolences and
prayers go out to both families. We ask that you continue
to keep us informed of the needs of our church family.
(Call church office or Cindy Kendall at 317-326-8193).
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Fletcher Place is a mission outreach of MCUMC.
Holly McHugh, Immediate Aid Program Coordinator
stated, “We love Mt. Comfort UMC and Rose
McKinney and her group that come to volunteer!”
(Photo credit – Jessi Langlie. Used with permission,
Fletcher Place CC.)

Missions
By Rose McKinney
LOOKING AHEAD FOR MISSIONS – As you may
know, in July Mt. Comfort UM and the Movie
Theater Church will be together as one. I am looking
forward to having more opportunities to serve in
missional activities. Until the end of June, we will
collect food items for C.O.M.E. and the Hancock
County Food Pantry. Also, in March and April we
will collect cleaning supplies for local charities.
In April we would like you to contribute wrapped
candy for our upcoming Easter Egg Hunt. Donations
of new stuffed animals for the prize baskets would
also be appreciated. Bring donations to the church by
April 14.
We have committed to dates after July for
Fletcher Place dinners and Operation Christmas
Child with the shoeboxes for children throughout the
world. Thanks for the support you have given Mt.
Comfort Church mission projects throughout the past
years, and plan to join us in some new possibilities
for missions in the future.
FLETCHER PLACE—The 2019 dates to provide
dinners for the people at Fletcher Place Community
Center are the following Wednesdays: April 3, May
29, August 7, and October 7.
OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD—We will be
collecting filled shoeboxes for OCC during the week
of November 10-18. Be looking for sales of school
supplies, toys, and other articles that can be included
in the boxes.
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Joyful Days Preschool and Childcare
The past few months have been quite busy with delayed school days due to bad weather, but never any missed
days. Yay! Miss Christine quickly learned how to shovel snow so we would not slip on our way into school.
We have been learning all about the letters P – V these past few months and will be finishing up the rest of the
alphabet by mid-April. In February we celebrated Valentine’s Day with parties, valentines, and even got to
decorate heart-shaped cookies. It was a very special time to show our teachers and Pastor Ethan how much we
loved them. We also got to make very special valentines for our families. We also learned all about teeth and how
to take care of them, complete with a visit from Miss Amanda, a DENTIST! We had such a blast brushing a giant
mouth she had brought with her. Then we even made art by painting with tooth brushes. One thing is for sure, we
will not have any sugar bugs hanging around in our mouths! We also learned about fairy tales; our favorite one
was “The Three Little Pigs.” We even huffed and puffed some “straw houses.” Miss Lisa from Kid’s Express
came to visit, and we got to play “ice” hockey in the gym. Who knows, maybe we will grow up and join the NHL.
We also had some great chapel lessons from Pastor Ethan who always reminds us that God Loves Us, God Made
Us, and God Can Do Anything.
Right before Spring Break, we met with our teachers all by ourselves so that they could “assess” us, they said,
so they could figure out what we have learned all this year. After break, our teachers will meet with our parents to
tell them what we learned. We cannot wait for our mommies and daddies to tell us how proud they are of us.
Thank you for letting us tell you all about our school, and all that we are doing and learning. We love it here.
By the way, Miss Christine wants to tell you some stuff too. You can see some of our art here also.

*****

From the Director, Christine Sturgis
Thanks for letting me have some childlike fun by writing the above from a child’s perspective. We are starting
to wind down the school year with conferences, letters of intent for the 2019-2020 school year, surveys, and open
house. Our open house will be April 10, from 6:00 – 7:30 p.m., so if you know any people who are looking for a
preschool or child care, please invite them to attend. Our Spring Program is scheduled for May 22 at 7:00 p.m.,
and we would love to see you there.
We have been blessed to have four new families join us here at Joyful Days. Two of these families have enrolled
their children in full-time childcare, and the other two have joined our two-year-old and Pre-K classes. We will
have a new toddler in April and two new babies in June or July. We are so grateful for the growth of our Joyful
Days family. With our new integrated childcare management software system, our parents can now get on their
phones via the app for real-time information on their child’s day. Many of our parents love this and the other perks,
such as the messaging center with information, as well as posted videos and photos of their children at school, all
safe and secure, with all features accessible only to them. We know that this small change alone will set us apart
from other centers and will increase our word-of-mouth referrals.
Thank you in advance for your continued support and prayers for our ministry here at Joyful Days!

Miss Christine
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SonShine Kids

The winter Fish Fry at Mt. Comfort UMC was a success,
with around 100 pounds of fish served. Above (back to
front), Tim Waymire, Herb Hale, and Kenny Thompson
keep the fryers going. (Photo provided by Chris Sexton.)

Winter Fish Fry Report
By Chris Sexton
Saturday, February 23 brought the second annual
Fish Fry in February to our little corner of the world
when we served around 100 pounds of fish, nearly 150
desserts and over 110 servings of our signature baked
beans on that chilly and rainy day at MCUMC.
The volunteers enjoyed great fellowship
throughout the day in the kitchen, Family Life Center,
and shelter house despite the gloomy weather. We
received great feedback on the fish once again, and the
baked beans received many accolades as well.
I am very grateful for all of the volunteers who
contributed to a very successful event, whether they
were part of the set-up crew, mixing up the batter,
frying the fish, or cutting desserts. I also appreciate
several folks from MTC who volunteered their time
during the event as well as for the breakdown, along
with use of their equipment. My final thanks go to
Chief Sutherlin and the Buck Creek Township Fire
Department for use of their equipment and the
logistical and technical support. We could not be as
successful as we are without the contributions from so
many.
Next year we plan on adding a tenderloin and
possibly a deep-fried dessert to the menu. If you have
any other ideas or suggestions for February 2020,
please let me know.
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Guest speaker Erin Wigger of Hoosier
Delights Honey Bee Products delighted the
MCUMC SonShine Kids with a special
program on February 21. Numerous displays
and specimens, as well as “Beatrice the Bee”
posing for photos with the children, made for a
fascinating and informative presentation on the
importance of honey bees, pollination, and
conservation. The children learned that
pesticides harm honey bees and how best to
avoid being stung by a bee – stay calm, still,
and preferably be wearing white clothes. Mrs.
Wigger also explained that the animated
feature film, Bee Movie, inaccurately shows
male drones contributing to the honey-making
process, when in fact, honey-making is the
exclusive job of the female honey bees who do
all of the important work in a hive. These facts
elicited a loud cheer from the girls!
SonShine Kids, an after-school outreach of
Mt. Comfort United Methodist Church serves
children in Kindergarten through Grade 5. The
program meets most Thursdays from 2:15 –
5:30 p.m. at the church when school is in
session and will conclude for the current school
year in May.
Do you have a presentation you could share
with children? If yes, or if you can simply
devote an hour or two to help or are willing to
be on call when the regular volunteers cannot
be present, please call Herb Hale at 317-7030495 or Rick Aldrich at 317-443-6928.

Above, the KG – Grade 2 SonShine Kids pose
with Beatrice the Bee after learning about bees.
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Youth Group
By George Winterstein
If you haven’t seen the Mount Comfort Church
youth room lately, you probably won’t recognize it.
Over the last few months the kids, with the help of
several adult volunteers, have refurbished the room.
First, we removed the accumulation of mismatched
desks, chairs and cabinets collected over the years,
and suddenly the room began to look much larger and
more usable. Then the kids, armed with paint brushes
and rollers, started the face-lifting by repainting the
walls to brighten the space and preparing our current
group of God’s Army to “make it their own.”
Dennis Stang donated his time and expertise to
install new baseboard. After Dave Branson followed
with a thorough cleaning of the carpet and couches,
we were ready to start the decorating. Armed with our
own design specialist, Neetra DiBartoli, the kids
applied their own skills by preparing the wall art.
They began by making a wall hanging of all 66 books
of the Bible. We then made our own Scrabble board
wall design using the Words of the Spirit found in
Galatians 5:22-23. A homemade message board and
shelf followed. A wall tapestry using the passage from
Joshua 1:9 is the next work-in-progress and will be
hung soon.
It has been a fun project for all of us and a great
lesson for our kids of what we can accomplish as a
group. As youth leaders, we want our young ones to
know that their church is a place of love, joy, worship
and fun. We trust that the time they spend enjoying
their church experiences now will be the wonderful
memories they will have as adults. There are many
ways for each of us to truly be disciples for Jesus
Christ. Capturing the hearts of our youth is one.
We still meet regularly on Sunday afternoons and
go on occasional adventures. Most recently we spent a
Friday night at Strike Force bowling alley for a fun
night of bowling and pizza. We plan to join the youth
of MTC for our next mission trip this summer.
As always, we are looking for more children to join
us. They do not need to be children of our church
congregation. We love all children and invite them to
join us.
If you know any families who are without a church
and would like to get their children involved with a
Christian youth group, please invite them to attend
one of our meetings or let Neetra or me know. We
will reach out to them.
God Bless.
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Youth Room wall art photos provided by George Winterstein.

Trustees’ Corner
By Tim Waymire
As you may have seen, another MCUMC office
area ceiling has been removed, all the insulation resupported and installed, and a new ceiling added with
the goal of saving energy cost. A new water heater is
being installed in classroom 210 in the Family Life
Center building.
Winter is almost over, so the Trustees can start
getting back to the exterior building repairs. The
Family Life Center’s exterior EIFS siding is going to
be pressure washed to remove any stains or loose
material. Afterward, the several places where siding is
coming loose can be repaired.
Your help is needed as we are responsible for
cleaning and repairing the gutters. Hopefully, we can
do this in April. We have a couple of sections of
roofing that will be repaired or replaced to prevent
future water leaks.
Other Needs –New exterior lights are needed in
several places around the church buildings. An
Outdoor Clean-up day is set for April 14, 1 – 6:00 p.m.
For the interior, the installation of ceramic tile in the
entryways and restrooms was approved, and we are
waiting on a contractor. Contact Tim Waymire if you
want to help with any of the Trustees’ projects.
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New Worship Times Begin May 26
Sunday worship time will change, effective May 26, when traditional worship begins at 9:30 a.m. in the
sanctuary, followed by Sunday School at 10:45 a.m. Contemporary worship begins at 10:45 a.m. in the
Family Life Center gym. The sermon series, Journey Through James, begins in May.
May 5 – Just Do It, James 1:17-27, Worship, 10:30 a.m.
Lunch Celebration & Church Conference – After worship both congregations will assemble in the gym for
welcoming new church member and for Church Conference business. This will be followed by a
celebration lunch. (More details on page 2.)
May 12 – All Means All, James 2:1-17, Worship, 10:30 a.m.
May 19 – Hold Your Tongue, James 3:1-10, Worship, 10:30 a.m.
May 26 – Drawing Close to God, James 3:13-4:3, 7-8a, New Worship Times Begin
Traditional worship, 9:30 a.m.in the sanctuary
Contemporary worship, 10:45 a.m. in the gym
Sunday School, 10:45 a.m.
June 2 – Prayer Changes Things Us, James 5:13-20, Worship times: 9:30 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.

Happy Birthday

Happy Anniversary

BIRTHDAYS
APRIL
3
4
9
12
14
15
18
20
24
27
28
30

MAY
1
2
4
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Kenny Thompson
William Carder
Megan Stricker
Austin McClellan
John Bales
Lisa Gerlach
Geth Linville
Hudson Grey
Phillipp
Everett Zarse
Marty Haymaker
Heather Meredith
John Bundy
Tony Hice
Dorthea Smith
Melody Benson
Hanna Jones
Don Rush
Michael Winterstein
John Forcum
Rose McKinney
J.W. Bright
Wade Sellers

MAY
6
Jerry Fentz
Harold Olin
7
Katie Averitt
Tom Nigh
14
Edward Meek
16
Meredith Johnson
18
Trinity Bundy
21
Pat Ringer
22
Mark Settlemyre
23
Joyce Brandenburg
Janis Eastes
24
Alex Dibartoli
Mike Jones
27
Mary Catherine Fry
28
Frank Denton
Wendy WeatherfordMarks
29 Caroline Gibson
Carson Gibson
Carol Lillyblade
Nathan Miller
Pat Shreve
Lloyd True
30 Bruce Kendall

ANNIVERSARIES
APRIL
4 Drew & Jamie
McClellan
12 Doug & Liz Hampton
16 Lloyd & Leona True
Dana & Sheila
Voelkel
18 Dan & Patty Johnson
MAY
8 Ron & Becky
Coffman
Richard & Carrie
Griffin
Kenny & Lori
Thompson
9 Larry & Carol
Simmerman
13 Daniel & Tiffane
Brown
15 Chris & Teresa
Sexton
25 Tim & Cathy
Waymire
27 John & Christine
Forcum
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Women’s Retreat, April 13,
Mt. Comfort UMC Fellowship Hall.
Registration 8:30 a.m., Retreat 9 a.m. – 4 p.m.
SeaSide Escape, where women bask in God’s
presence.
Cost: $30 per person
Includes light breakfast, lunch, snacks.
Questions?
Contact Mary Ann Crisman at 317-709-4006
maryann@indyMTC.com

Community Easter Egg Hunt
April 20 at 1:00 p.m.
Mt. Comfort UMC/MTC
Grade 6 and under
Please invite friends and family.
Donations needed: wrapped candy
and stuffed animals for prizes
due to church by April 14.
Easter Egg Stuffing Party: April 14, 6:00 p.m., FLC

Mark Your Calendars for These Important Dates!
Prayer Team, 10:30 a.m., Mondays / Women's Bible Study, 10:00 a.m., Thursdays
April 3
April 7
April 10
April 13
April 14
April 18
April 19
April 20
April 21
April 28
May 5
May 12
May 22
May 26

May 27
May 29
July 15-16
August 7
October 7

Fletcher Place mission ministry, prepare & serve meal
Lunch after worship. Joyful Days card ministry, Easter cards due
Preschool Open House, 6 -7:30 p.m.
Women’s Retreat, Reg. 8:30 a.m., Retreat 9 a.m. – 4 p.m., Fellowship Hall
Palm Sunday
Outside Clean-Up Day, 1 – 6:00 p.m., church grounds
Easter Egg Stuffing Party, 6:00 p.m., Family Life Center
Maundy Thursday Service, 7:00 p.m., sanctuary
Good Friday Service, 7:00 p.m., Family Life Center gym
Easter Egg Hunt, 1:00 p.m.
Easter worship, 10:30 a.m.
Service Swap – Congregations asked to swap service locations – gym/sanctuary
After worship – Church Conference & lunch celebration, gym
Mother’s Day; Joyful Days card ministry, summer vacation cards due
Joyful Days Preschool Program, 7:00 p.m.
New worship times begin
9:30 a.m. traditional worship in sanctuary
10:45 a.m., contemporary worship in gym
Sunday School, 10:45 a.m.
Memorial Day
Fletcher Place mission ministry, prepare & serve meal
Vacation Bible School
Fletcher Place mission ministry, prepare & serve meal
Fletcher Place mission ministry, prepare & serve meal

Mt. Comfort United Methodist Church, 3179 N 600 W, Greenfield, IN 46140
http://www.MCMethodist.com
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@MtComfortUMC
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